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Meet Our New Exhibits
Central Hotel Memorabilia
A number of
donations have provided a display recognizing the former
New Central Hotel.
At the top is the
frame for the clock
that hung in the
lobby and could be
seen from the street.
Numerous citizens
drove past the hotel
to set their watches
as this clock was
well known for its
accuracy.
Two large frames
contain pages from the August 26, 1880, hotel registry
showing guests from the Arenzville choir, the Chandlerville Club, St. Louis, Chicago, Pana, Boston, and
numerous other cities. Smaller frames at the bottom
contain exterior pictures, a flood picture, the dining
room with waitresses, and the main lobby.

Also, in the Beardstown room is the oak table and
bowl below left that stood on the second floor of the
hotel. It was donated by John Hereford owner of
Sangamon Valley Restoration.
Randy Reichert

Grigg Chapel Silver

This three-piece silver pitcher, chalice, and bowl
once were used to serve communion at Grigg Chapel
Methodist Church. They were donated by Judy Hager
Carlsen. (see Grigg Chapel article)

Almanac Trial
On Center Stage
By Leigh Morris
OLCM Commissioner Emeritus
The Almanac Trial: there is no doubt that it was
Abraham Lincoln’s most celebrated courtroom
appearance. On the other hand, there is ample doubt as
to exactly what happened during the trial and what
inspired the jury to act as it did.
On Sept. 7, about 40 men and women gathered in the
same courtroom where Lincoln successfully defended
William Duff Armstrong on May 7, 1858. They came
to attend the “Second Annual Abraham Lincoln’s
Legacy - Lessons for Today’s Lawyers.”
Placing the Almanac Trial front and center was
George R. Dekle, Sr., author of “Abraham Lincoln’s
Most Famous Case: The Almanac Trial.” Dekle is a
retired prosecutor and professor emeritus of the Levin
College of Law, University of Florida.

George R. Dekle, Sr.
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As Dekle reminded his audience, not even those who
were present at the May 7, 1858, trial were in
agreement on the key to William Duff Armstrong’s
acquittal.
For instance, we have assistant prosecutor J. Henry
Shaw who said Lincoln “moved the jury to tears” when
he told jurors how Duff Armstrong’s parents, Jack and
Hannah, took him in and fed and clothed him when he
was “a poor, friendless boy.” So, it was Lincoln’s final
argument. Others who were at the trial agreed.
However, Judge James Harriott believed the key was
the testimony offered by Charles Parker, MD, who told
the court the fatal injury to James Preston Metzker’s
eye may have been caused by a blow to the back of his
head. Armstrong acknowledged he had struck Metzker
on the front of his head while James Norris had
admitted to striking the back of Metzker’s head. Norris

was convicted of manslaughter in Havana on
November 7, 1857.
As for the fabled almanac, juror John T. Brady
asserted it was the decisive factor in the verdict of “not
guilty.” Witness Charles Allen had testified the light of
the moon allowed him to clearly see Armstrong strike
Metzker with a slungshot. However, Lincoln would
produce an almanac that revealed the moon was low in
the sky behind trees at the time Allen claims to have
seen Armstrong strike Metzker.
As many historians have noted, the memories of
those who attended the trial were recorded seven to 39
years after the trial. Lincoln historian Daniel Stowell,
former director of The Papers of Abraham Lincoln,
observed that these memories “diverge from and even
contradict one another.” Not surprising considering
many in criminal justice are wary of eyewitness
accounts provided within hours or a few days of an
event.
Dekle himself offered a few observations that
diverge from those held by other historians. He said
Lincoln only agreed to be an attorney for Armstrong
the evening before the trial and thus spent much of that
night preparing for the trial.
However, Stowell has written that Duff Armstrong’s
mother “asked Abraham Lincoln to defend her son
against the charge of murder” sometime before
November 19, 1857, the date the Circuit Court met in
Beardstown. Stowell has noted that “Lincoln and
Armstrong’s other attorneys urged the court to allow
Armstrong to post bail.” That request was made on
November 19, and was denied.
Dekle also said Lincoln did not produce the almanac
until he made his final arguments to the jury. On the
other hand, Stowell and other historians have written
that Lincoln carefully questioned the prosecution’s key
witness, Allen. Again and again, he carefully and
calmly asked Allen to tell how he was able to clearly
see the attack on Metzker. “Lincoln,” Stowell wrote,
“then introduced an almanac for 1857…” Assistant
prosecutor Shaw later said the almanac “floored the
witness.”
So, who is right?
In truth, no one will ever know. You see, there is no
transcript of the trial or other reliable documentation.
And for this reason, if for no other, the Almanac Trial
will be discussed, dissected and debated for as long as
people have an interest in Abraham Lincoln.
Note: “Abraham Lincoln’s Most Famous Case: The
Almanac Trial” and “Prairie Defender: The Murder
Trials of Abraham Lincoln” both by George R. Dekle,
Sr., are available at Beardstown’s Old Lincoln
Courtroom and Museum gift shop.

Judge Bob Hardwick
Hosts Lawyers

of the Old Lincoln Courtroom and Museum’s early
participation in the project, Beardstown is considered
one of the original Looking for Lincoln communities.

Judge Bob Hardwick hosted the “Second Annual
Abraham Lincoln’s Legacy - Lessons for Today’s
Lawyers” in the Old Lincoln Courtroom on November
7.

Photo – Brian Deloche
In the picture above, Judge Hardwick is showing
the map of the Lincoln Wayside Exhibits to attendees
and was encouraging them to use their copy to walk
around the downtown area following the meeting to
see the locations of different Lincoln activities in
Beardstown.
Participants also toured the Old Lincoln Museum
and Gift Shop. Many remarked on the diversity of the
museum collection – far more than just the Lincoln
exhibits, which were impressive on their own.
- Randy Reichert

Wayside Exhibits
Beardstown is the proud owner of seven (one is
double sided) Looking for Lincoln Wayside Exhibits
which relate information about Lincoln’s connections
to Beardstown. The exhibits are a project of the
Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition.
Sponsored by individuals and businesses,
Beardstown’s Wayside project was led by
Commissioner Suzie McClure. Suzie spent hours
upon hours coordinating the project. Contributors
included Leigh Morris who wrote narratives, Bill
Barnhart who contributed some drawings, Milt
McClure and Paula Woods who proofed copy, and
Susie Parish who contributed in many ways. Because

Beginning with the exhibit outside the courthouse,
“Lincoln the Lawyer,” the Waysides cover Lincoln
activities in Beardstown. Although Lincoln and
Douglas did not debate in Beardstown, some consider
their appearances here, Douglas on August 11 and
Lincoln the following day, as the true beginning of the
senatorial campaign of 1858, explained on the
“Lincoln the Candidate” Wayside.
Other Waysides commemorate the site where
Abraham Byers took the White Suit photograph,
Lincoln’s other activities in Beardstown, Lincoln and
the River, Lincoln’s methods of travel, and his service
in the Black Hawk War.
These Wayside panels, installed in 2008 and 2009,
were, like the exhibits in other Looking for Lincoln
communities, showing signs of wear-and-tear. In fact,
some of them were unreadable. Working from the
original plans, Engraphics, the manufacturer, replaced
all of them, and Randy Reichert transported the eight
panels home from St. Louis, delivering one of
Pittsfield’s new panels as a gesture of solidarity among
Looking for Lincoln communities.
– Paula Woods

New Books In Gift Shop
Prairie Defender: The
Murder Trials of Abraham
Lincoln by George R. Dekle, Sr.
Dekle, a legal skills professor
and former assistant state attorney, argues that Lincoln was a
skilled murder defense attorney.
Abraham Lincoln’s Most
Famous Case: The Almanac
Trial by George R. Dekle, Sr.
The book discusses versions
of how Lincoln won the
Almanac trial and how the
stories about the trial affected
events in the years to come.

J. Henry Shaw, Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney

J. Henry Shaw’s role in the Almanac trial as
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney is not entirely clear.
He discusses the case in a letter of September 5, 1866,
to William Herndon regarding the trial and case
against Duff Armstrong. He does not appear to have
been actively involved with examining witnesses or to
have given the closing argument.
In reply to a question by Herndon concerning a writ
of Habeas Corpus in the Armstrong case, Shaw writes
that he had no recollection of a writ being filed, and
that his examination of “all the papers in the case” did
not show any evidence of such a writ being filed.
Shaw recounts his interaction with Lincoln
regarding the divorce case of Ruth A. Gill vs. Jonathan
Gill for the November 1857 Term of Cass County
Circuit Court. At this time Lincoln argued a motion for
bail for Duff Armstrong which was overruled. For the
May 1858 term, Shaw expected that Lincoln had come
to Beardstown in regard to the alimony question of
Gill vs. Gill.
Lincoln also was involved in a case against a client
of Shaw’s regarding property, which was settled by
decree and Shaw’s client “got a deed for a farm,
which, had another Lawyer been in Mr. Lincoln’s
place, would have been litigated for years.” In what
Shaw admits is a digression, he praises Lincoln’s
“professional honor”: “He never vexed an opponent,
but frequently threw him off his guard by his
irresistible [sic] good humour.”

In this letter about what has come to be known as
the Almanac Trial, Shaw does not mention the
almanac but concentrates on Lincoln’s closing
argument, which, if long, is worth quoting.
There were many witnesses, & each one
seemed to add one more cord that seemed to
bind him down, till Mr. Lincoln was something
in the situation of Gulliver after his first sleep
in Lilliput. But when he came to talk to the
jury (that was always his forte) he resembled
Gulliver again; he skillfully untied here and
there a knot & loosened here & there a peg,
until, getting fairly warmed up, he raised
himself in his full power & shook the
arguments of his opponent from him as though
they were cobwebs. He took the jury by storm.
There were tears in Mr. Lincoln’s eyes while he
spoke. But they were genuine. His sympathies
were fully enlisted in favor of the young man,
and his terrible sincerity could not help but
arouse the same passion in the jury. I have said
it a hundred times, that it was Lincoln’s speech
that saved that criminal from the Gallows, and
neither money or fame inspired that speech. . . .
He goes on to say that “These are the only facts
which I now recollect occurring at our Court worthy of
your notice. . .”
Even if he does not mention the almanac, he does
provide details about the slung-shot with which
Armstrong was alleged to have struck Metzger.
Lincoln gave the slung-shot to Shaw as “something to
remember me by,” and he tells Herndon that he still
possesses it.
Shaw’s prose does not rival Lincoln’s. He could
not have written the Gettysburg Address or the Second
Inaugural Address, but this letter, however florid,
allows us a glimpse into Lincoln’s oratorical prowess
through the eyes and ears of someone who experienced
Lincoln’s speech. For this we must thank J. Henry
Shaw.
- Paula Woods

Museum Closed
for the Winter
Although the OLCM is closed for the winter,
visitors can utilize the computer monitors to guide
them through the various exhibits or call the posted
phone number for a guided tour. Reopen April 1.

Visitor Report
Each year the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage
Area (ALNHA) is required to submit a report to the
National Park Service for the matching grant awarded
by the Park Service. This report covers Fiscal Year
2018 (October 1, 2017 to September 30, 2018).
It means that the Old Lincoln Courtroom and
Museum (OLCM) is to report volunteer hours and
donations, report on the year’s accomplishments and
any projects planned for Fiscal 2019, and report on the
number of visitors for the fiscal year.
The number of volunteer hours--regular museum
staffing, staffing for special events and work of the
display committee, as well as administrative duties of
the OLCM Commission--is impressive. Volunteers
spent about 2500 hours on various duties!
Visitor numbers are impressive
850 visitors signed the OLCM guest book during
Fiscal 2018 (probably there were more who did not
sign the register); 570 of those were in-state visitors;
280 were out-of-state. The in-state visitors came from
all over Illinois. Both in-state and out-of-state visitors
learned of the museum from the ALNHA or Looking
for Lincoln websites and/or Facebook page or our
website and/or Facebook page. Some people made
second or even third visits, usually over a period of
years.
Out-of-state visitors often have Beardstown
connections. The great-grandson of the man who built
the jail walked in to the gift shop asking, “Where is the
jail?” He took a number of pictures for his records.
People who grew up here and, having been away
for some years, are amazed at the changes that have
been made. Some remember the coffee shop where the
gift shop now is, the police department and the fire
department. And there are even some who claim to
have spent a night in the jail!
Loopers among the visitors
Every fall we are visited by a number of Loopers
who sail a loop from Florida up the East Coast through
the Great Lakes and down the Illinois and Mississippi
Rivers to the Gulf of Mexico. Having visited many
ports-of-call along the Loop, they have tales to tell of
places they have been, which are most interesting.
Usually Loopers’ boats are adapted trawlers, but
this fall one young man and his little terrier were on a
sailboat, and another young man was in a kayak! The
kayaker studied the navigational maps of the Illinois in
the River Museum to see just where he was going next.
- Paula Woods

Twelve Years a Slave
Twelve Years a Slave
By Solomon Northup
Perhaps you’ve seen the
motion picture which was
made from this story. If not,
reading this book is an eyeopening experience. It is the
autobiography of Solomon
Northup who was born free in
1808 in New York.
His father had become a free man upon the death of
his master who had stipulated that event in his will.
The elder Mr. Northup was engaged in agriculture on
his own farm and Solomon learned a great deal from
him.
Solomon married and then began working with a
crew to repair the Champlain Canal. He was a man of
many abilities including carpentry. He also learned to
play the violin and was often invited to provide the
music for various festivities.
One day when Solomon was in his early thirties, he
met two men who seemed to be impressed with his
skill on the violin and offered to pay him if he would
assist them in a show that they purportedly put on for
the entertainment of citizens in various towns.
As his wife was busy at her job in a coffee house in
another town and the children with a relative, Solomon
thought it would be interesting and profitable to join
the men for a few days.
Evidently, he was drugged at some point and taken
across into slave territory. He was then sold into
slavery and for twelve years knew the hard work and
mistreatment afforded those who were not free. The
events that he details are not appealing, but they give
the reader an inside look at slavery.
Finally, Solomon was assisted by a white man
traveling through the area who was an abolitionist.
This man managed to get a message to the son of the
family who had previously owned Solomon’s father.
The son was a lawyer and in spite of difficulties and
set-backs, Solomon was eventually reunited with his
family after twelve years spent in slavery.
The book is the true story of slavery written by an
educated man. Solomon’s detailed and accurate
portrayal of slavery prior to the Civil War is
fascinating, heart-rending, and genuine. It is available
in the OLCM Gift Shop.
- Kathy Haut

Fall Fun Festival
The OLCM again participated in the Fall Fun
Festival. The OLCM sponsored Lincoln Interpreter
George Buss, who rode in the parade in a golf cart
decorated with a black top hat.

Lincoln stopped to take a picture with the “Debate
Stone” that marks the spot where Stephen Douglas
spoke one day, followed the next by Lincoln to kick
off the 1858Senatorial Election campaign.
Below, Commissioner Chris Massie explains the
quilt raffle which is the current fund-raiser to help
finance the period restoration of the OLCM lobby.

Following the parade, “Abe” walked throughout the
square greeting people, answering their questions
about Abraham Lincoln, and taking photographs with
Lincoln admirers.

Christmas Parade

A fire in the park helped warm those who came to
watch the annual Beardstown Christmas Parade. The
OLCM provided free hot chocolate and proudly served
over 100 cups of the tasty libation. The courthouse
glows in the background.
– Randy Reichert

Grigg Chapel

Corner.” Here congregants were invited to come
forward to profess their Christian faith.
A large brass candelabra which had twelve etched
glass globes hung from the center of the ceiling. The
church was heated by two large coal stoves, one on
each side, but the high ceiling absorbed most of the
heat.
The little church was the center of many
community activities including burgoos in the harvest
season. The church also hosted traveling circuit
preachers and revival meetings. It remained an active
congregation until it was destroyed in the flood of
1943.
– Judy Hager Carlsen

OLCM Says Goodbye
To a Unique Friend
About the year 1832, John Grigg, an Englishman,
came into possession of a large grant of land in the
northwestern part of what became Cass County,
Illinois. He planned to settle the area with English
people and sent several groups for this purpose. One
group settled in the northwestern region between the
Illinois and Sangamon Rivers at the western end of
Sangamon Valley in what is now Bluff Springs
township.
Here thirty farms were laid out, homes were built,
and the occupants were united as one great family.
Mr. Grigg donated an acre of ground and $1500
towards building a church in the center of the little
community.
The church was called Grigg Chapel and was
dedicated January 1, 1860, of the Methodist Episcopal
denomination, and afterwards this section of the
county was known as the Grigg Chapel neighborhood.
The wooden building was thirty feet in length by fifty
feet in depth. It was painted white and had two
columns in front and four large windows on each side.
There was a steeple about 80 feet high with a large
golden painted wooden ball about the size of a bushel
basket on its summit. On top of the ball was a weather
vane in the form of a dart, a spear, and a fish. The top
part of the steeple, including the great ball, was
removed in the year 1921 because its weight was
settling the front of the building making it out of line
with the rest of the church. The top of the steeple was
then square instead of pointed with the ball and
weather vane as it had been before.
In the interior of the church, wooden pews with
doors were arranged in two divisions, and on each side
of the pulpit were two pews known as the “A-men

Ralph Waldo Emerson
aptly described Matt
McClure with the lines,
“It is not the length of
life, but the depth of life.
Matt was a truly
unique individual with a
ready wit and positive
attitude that everyone
admired.
One of his contributions to the OLCM was
to help the display committee adjust their exhibits to
maximize accessibility to wheelchair-bound guests.
Wheeling from one room to another, Matt advised the
committee members what could and could not be seen
and how to change location or angles of displays to
solve the problems.
Matt will be missed but always in our memories.
Thank you, Matt.

Old Lincoln Courtroom
& Museum Commission
P.O. Box 381
Beardstown, IL 62622

Quilt Raffle Winner
Commissioners
Paula Woods, Chair
217-323-4514 - pmw41@casscomm.com
Chris Massie, Vice Chair
217-997-5971 – ifp@casscomm.com
Randy Reichert, Secretary
217-323-4597 – suereichert@casscomm.com
Ron Culves, Treasurer
217-323-5077 - rculves@aol.com
Nancy Bley Cowen
217-323-2575 – ncowen@casscomm.com
Dick Zillion
217-323-5571 - richardzillion@hotmail.com
The Old Lincoln Courtroom & Museum
Commission
PO Box 381
Beardstown IL 62618
Email: pmw41@casscomm.com
Web: LincolnInBeardstown.org

(left to right) Brenda Force, Paula Woods, Chris
Massie, and Gabby Massie are holding the
Abraham Lincoln Cabin Reproduction Quilt.
Brenda Force, Chandlerville, purchased the
winning quilt raffle ticket, #19, at the River Town
Coffee and Wine Corner Café in Beardstown.
Brenda lives in Chandlerville and is a former
teacher at Brick School and other Beardstown schools.
Congratulations, Brenda, and “thank you” to all
those who purchased tickets for the fundraiser.

2018 Friends Contributions
to Date
It’s not too late to join the 2018 Friends.
Our Friends are truly the life-blood of the
Old Lincoln Courtroom Museum. Their annual
contributions fund the preparation of exhibits,
restore fragile gifted items, and sponsor the
activities that help us meet our mission of
preserving valuable history, educating others, and
maintaining the integrity of the exhibits. We
welcome new friends at any time. See the form
on the rear of this page for new or renewal
memberships.
Mr. Lincoln’s Friend:
Annual Gift $25.00 - $49.00
1. Anne Brewer
2. Don & Blanche Chipman
3. Tonie Beard Culves
4. Doris McKenzie
5. Peggy Meyer**
6. Warren Musch
7. Jo D. Roley
8. Loren & Hilma Stover
9. Charles & Judy Taylor
Mr. Lincoln’s Bar:
Annual Gift $50.00 - $99.00
1. Pat & Paul Adlaf **
2. Roger & Judith Carlsen **
3. Ann Chelette
4. Murray Cohen, Delphos Herald
5. Molly & Steve Daniel**
6. First National Bank of Arenzville
7. Alan Freedman & Patricia Mysza**
8. Dennis Gaushell & Nancy Noto**
9. Frances Hegener
10. Dale & Wylla Lovekamp
11. Dr. R. Thomas Loyd
12. Michael & Cristy Nordsiek
13. John & Melanie Schroll **
14. Mr. & Mrs. Luke A. Thomas **
15. Virginia Thompson
16. Vredenburgh Lumber Company
Mr. Lincoln’s Barristers:
Annual Gift $100.00 - $249
1. Rev. John Ashcraft
2. Brent Bordenkircher – Edward
Jones Investments

3. J. Steven Beckett
4. Mr.& Mrs. H. O. Brownback
5. Bob & Carol Burget
6. Mr. & Mrs. Pat Cagle
7. Susie Conner
8. Jack & Marti Fearneyhough **
9. Mr.& Mrs. Ross Foley
10. Philip R. Frowery
11. Melody Foley Glidden
12. Dottie Gholson
13. David & Claudia Gross**
14. Mary Ann Hardwick
15. Bettejane N. Herzberger. **
16. Carol E. Kinzer
17. Mr. and Mrs. Carson Klitz
18. Betty Korsmeyer
19. Carnel Korsmeyer
20. Mrs. Dorothy Lamb
21. Mrs. Irene E. Lamkin
22. Mr.& Mrs. Kevin Massie – IFP
23. Mr. & Mrs. L. Milton McClure
24. Judge Richard and Rachel Mills
25. Leigh & Norma Morris
26. Claude and Judith Nesser
27. David & Georgeanne Osmer**
28. Joyce L. Potts
29. Mr. & Mrs. Randal Reichert
30. Dale Robertson
31. Evelyn M. Thomas
32. Wessel Law Firm, Timothy J. Wessel **
33. Don & Shirlee Wessler
34. West Central Bank
35. Tina Williamson **
36. Paula Woods
37. Mr. & Mrs. Richard Zillion
38. Chris & Megan Zimny
Mr. Lincoln’s Bailiff:
Annual Gift $250.00 - $499.00
1. Arnold Family Farms
2. Culves, Ron
Mr. Lincoln’s Judges Chambers:
Annual Gift $500.00
In Memory of Thelma Hill Culves
Nicholas Culves, Cliff & Nancy Culves, Bonnie
Culves, Tonie M. Culves, Ron Culves
In Memory of Portia Zillion
Beardstown, Park District, Janet Kays,
Eric/Greta Unland
** new members in 2018

Yes, I wish to become a Friend as follows:
_Mr. Lincoln’s Friend:
Annual Gift $25-$49
_Mr. Lincoln’s Bar:
Annual Gift $50-$99
_Mr. Lincoln’s Barristers: Annual Gift $100-$249
_Mr. Lincoln’s Bailiff:
Annual Gift $250-$399
_Mr. L’s Judges’ Chambers Annual Gift $500/+
My pledge is in the amount of $________________
Name(s): ___________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________________
State: ______________ Zip Code: ______________
Email: _____________________________________
This is a _____ new membership.
This is a _____ renewal membership.
Please forward your payment (payable to Friends of
the OLCM along with this information form to:
Friends of Old Lincoln Courtroom & Museum
PO Box 381
Beardstown, IL 62618
I would like to receive my newsletter in the form of
_____ a paper copy _____ an e-mail copy

Credit Card Donations
Please charge my
__MC

__Visa __AMEX __Discover

Donation Amount $___________
Card # ___________________________________
Expiration Date _________/________
Three-digit security code _______
Signature _________________________________
Date __________Phone # (____)_____________

