
 

 

 
 

Lincoln’s Early Years 
 

      In the preface to his book Lincoln’s Preparation 

for Greatness: The Illinois Legislative Years (1971) 

Paul Simon writes that in 1954 when he was first 

elected to the Illinois House of Representatives, he 

could find nothing about Lincoln’s service in that 

body.  “’Incredible,’ I thought. More than five 

thousand books about Lincoln, and none written in 

depth about this important phase.” 

     These early years, essentially the 1830s, were also 

important in Abraham Lincoln’s association with 

Beardstown. 

 

 
 

    In 1831, while there is no hard evidence to suggest 

that he actually was in Beardstown, Lincoln, now an 

adult and no longer subject to his father, crewed a 

flatboat down the Sangamon to the Illinois then to the 

Mississippi and eventually to New Orleans. It was on 

this trip that he first encountered slavery, the slave 

markets of that city.  This experience is credited with 

forming his lifelong hatred of slavery.  His cousin John 

Hanks related that he declared: “By God! If I ever get 

the chance to hit that institution I’ll hit it hard, John.” 
 

 
 

     Denton Offutt, entrepreneur and somewhat of a con 

man who had sponsored the flatboat journey, was so 

impressed with Lincoln’s ingenuity in getting the 

flatboat over the milldam at New Salem on this trip, he 

hired him to run a general store he was setting up in 

New Salem.                                      (continued, page 2) 

  

 

Lincoln Newsletter  

  

Lincoln’ Birthday Edition, February, 2018 

  

Published by the Old Lincoln Courtroom & Museum Commission  



Lincoln’s Early Years, continued 
 

     On March 13, 1832, four days after he declared his 

candidacy for the House of Representatives, Lincoln 

helped pilot the packet boat, The Talisman, up the 

Sangamon River to Springfield, cutting brush and trees 

along the river which was little wider than the boat.  

On April 6, Lincoln piloted The Talisman back down 

the Sangamon to Beardstown.  Because the river level 

had dropped, there is some disagreement whether the 

return trip to Beardstown was completed or if they 

turned back to Springfield. 

     Offutt’s store failed about the time Lincoln returned 

to New Salem after The Talisman venture, leaving 

Lincoln out of a job.  Because he had “nothing better 

to do” he joined the militia for the Black Hawk War, 

mustering in at Beardstown (see article, Mr. Lincoln’s 

Military History, page 4). 
 

Mr. Lincoln in the State Legislature 
 

     It was about five years before Lincoln, now a 

lawyer, returned to Beardstown.  In the meantime, in 

1835 he sponsored the Beardstown and Sangamon 

Canal Act in the legislature. In 1837, July 13, he wrote 

a bill for a state road from Beardstown to Petersburg.   

     On March 1, 1837, he was entered as an attorney on 

the records of the Illinois Supreme Court, the day after 

Springfield had been selected as the new state capitol. 

Shortly thereafter he moved from New Salem to 

Springfield, joining John Stuart’s law firm on April 12, 

replacing Henry Dummer who had moved to 

Beardstown to establish a practice.  Lincoln and 

Dummer continued a correspondence over the years 
 

Attorney Lincoln in Beardstown 
 

     November 13, 1837, Lincoln was a lawyer for the 

first term of Cass County circuit court, which was held 

in Beardstown.  This was the first of his legal activities 

in this city. 

     He continued his association with Beardstown in 

1838, attending two days of Cass circuit court, April 

21 and 22. 

     In 1839, although Lincoln was not engaged in legal 

work in Beardstown, he stopped here on his way to 

Yellow Banks, an area along the Mississippi so called 

because of sand deposits along the river.  Yellow 

Banks is near the current Keithsburg, IL, an area he 

had surveyed earlier. 

      Another connection to Beardstown were 

pseudonymous political articles which Lincoln 

published in the Beardstown Chronicle. One in 1834 

attacking Peter Cartwright, the Methodist minister who 

was his political rival. 

 
 

      Beginning with Paul Simon’s book there has been 

more attention paid to Lincoln’s early life, his 

“preparation for greatness.”  There are books such as 

Guy Fraker’s Lincoln’s Ladder to the Presidency: The 

Eighth Judicial Circuit, which studies what one critic 

called Lincoln’s” home away from home” and Robert 

Bray’s Reading with Lincoln which details Lincoln’s 

intellectual preparation.   
 

 
 

     Interestingly enough there are two novels by 

Jonathan Putnam set in these early days as a lawyer in 

Springfield: These Honored Dead and Perish from the 

Earth. These Honored Dead features Lincoln using the 

voyage of The Talisman in his opening remarks at a 

trial.  A connection to Beardstown in fiction! 

                                                                - Paula Woods 



 

 
 

Book Review 
 

     Available in our Gift Shop, Malice Toward None: 

Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address is a 

book by Jack Levin published by Threshold Editions, a 

division of Simon and Schuster, Inc. copyrighted 2014.  

     Mr. Levin has reprinted Abraham Lincoln’s Second 

Inaugural Address with commentary and photographs 

that give us insight into Mr. Lincoln’s wisdom and 

kindness.  This address was an attempt to unite a 

nation that had been so terribly divided.  He knew that 

it would take a great effort to unite a divided country. 
 

Import of the Speech 
 

    This speech offers such a kind request for the people 

of both sides to forgive, to love, and to heal the nation.  

“With malice toward none; with charity for all’ with 

firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, 

let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up 

the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have 

borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan – to 

do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting 

peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.” 

     Mr. Lincoln’s advice is good for the ages and it 

would behoove us as citizens of the twenty-first 

century to follow the same advice.            –Kathy Haut 

ALNHA Reports 

Financial Impact  
 

      The Steering Council of the Abraham Lincoln 

National Heritage Area (ALNHA) met on January 24, 

2018 at the Christian County Historical Society in 

Taylorville. 

     The Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition 

office reported the financial impact of ALNHA.   

A study found that ALNHA generates $258.6 

million in economic impact, supports 3,234 jobs and 

generates $25.5 million in tax revenue.  Pretty 

impressive for a group of mostly community 

museums! 

     The total in-kind contributions to LfL and 

ALHNA were worth $634,530.45.  Of that, 

$91,582.52 came from individual communities.  The 

total and community in-kind contributions included 

volunteer time, donated goods and materials, 

grants and workshops.   

     Discussion at the meeting focused on FY 2017 

accomplishments.  Different Looking for Lincoln 

communities’ activities were presented.  Beardstown 

was featured for its Lincoln’s Birthday Celebration for 

children and for participation in the activities of Fall 

Fun Festival, particularly Mr. Lincoln’s position as  

co-grand marshal of the parade.  Other communities’ 

activities ranged from a lecture series at the Museum 

the Grand Prairie, to Lincoln Civil War Reenactment 

in Pittsfield, to maintenance of walking and biking 

trails which trace Lincoln’s travels.   

               One of the signature events of ALHNA is 

L.E.A.D.: Lincoln’s Path to Leadership, a weeklong 

immersive program for youth aimed at empowering 

emerging leaders to develop leadership qualities 

through exploring the qualities that made Lincoln such 

a great leader. 

     ALNHA is looking forward to an equally fruitful 

FY2018. 

 

 

 



 
 

Mr. Lincoln’s  

Military History 
 

 

    Most of us know that President Lincoln was the 

constitutional “Commander in Chief” of the Union 

forces during our only “Civil war” … and the northern 

states won.  Some of us know that he had previous 

military experience.  A few of us know, he assumed a 

military command in Beardstown at what is now 

known as “Schmoldt Park”.   

     Before Mr. Lincoln began his political career, he 

proved himself a leader at a young age.  In 1832 

Illinois was a frontier state, and Mr. Lincoln had 

moved to New Salem as a 21-year-old young man.  

Chief Black Hawk had signed a treaty to leave Illinois 

with his tribe in 1831.  In early 1832, Chief Black 

Hawk was told the treaty had been broken, so he 

rallied almost 2000 of the Sauk tribe (including about 

500 warriors) to return to their ancestral lands in 

northwestern Illinois.  The 65-year old chief and his 

Sauk tribe re-crossed the Mississippi River at 

Oquawka, Illinois in today’s Mercer County. 

     Panic ensued on the northern Illinois frontier due to 

the return of the Indians.  The Illinois governor called 

up the Illinois Militia and Abe joined the militia in 

New Salem on April 21, 1832.  Together with the 

Cleary Grove militia, the New Salem boys met in 

Beardstown.  A disruption occurred involving who 

would take the leadership of the two groups. 

In today’s Schmoldt Park where the two groups 

camped, they came to a decision.  They would settle 

the issue of their leadership with a wrestling match.  

Abe Lincoln won the match and thus became the 

leader of this group of the Illinois Militia soldiers. 

 

There are several points to note: 

1. As the elected officer, Mr. Lincoln rode a 

horse, while all others walked.  This was an 

initial 30-day enlistment.   

2. After the 30-day period, Lincoln re-enlisted for 

another 30 days.  Because he was no longer in 

command, this time he walked.  He then re-

enlisted a second time as a regular soldier. 

3. During the second re-enlistment, the conflict 

ended.  After several defeats and upon learning 

that the treaty had not been broken, Chief Black 

Hawk returned to the Iowa Territory.  Lincoln 

was discharged. 

4. After the second re-enlistment, Abe then 

walked to the Illinois River north of Peoria, 

boated to Havana, and walked to New Salem.  

There Lincoln found that his former employer 

had closed the store where he had clerked 

leaving Mr. Lincoln unemployed.  

5. Later in life, Mr. Lincoln recalled that the only 

“Indian” he saw during this campaign was a 

dead one.  (Later several biographers recalled 

that he defended a live “Indian” who was 

released on Lincoln’s insistence.) 

 

     Thus, the Commander-in-Chief of the Union forces 

during our Civil War was made an officer in the 

Illinois militia in Beardstown.  He served less than 80 

days total.  He later said this was his only military 

experience, and he was proud of having been 

“selected” as their leader.         –L. Milton McClure 



Black Hawk War 

Trivia 
 

A Black Hawk War Anecdote 
 

     After taking his command of the militia at 

Beardstown, Abraham Lincoln led his troops across 

the Illinois River.  As they marched through Schuyler 

County, the group came upon a bridge, which was not 

in the best condition.  Apparently, with some 

knowledge of physics, Lincoln realized that even 

though he had a band of troops who probably didn’t 

march up to West Point standards, if his troops 

marched across – left, right, left, right, left, right – the 

steady, repetitive motion would cause the bridge to 

collapse.  In a quandary as to what to do, he ordered 

the troops to fall out on the bank, cross the bridge, and 

fall in on the other side.                            - anonymous 

 

Statue Commemorates Lincoln’s 

Service in the Black Hawk War 
 

 
 

     Captain Abraham Lincoln of the Illinois 

Volunteer Militia at the time for the Black Hawk 

War 1831-32.  The statue was created by sculptor 

Leonard Crunelle and was unveiled in Dixon, Ill., 

Sept. 24, 1930.  

                   (Photo by Courtesy of U.S. Army Photo) 

Lincoln Wore a Wooden Sword 
 

 

Sketch by Lloyd Ostendorf, Artist 
 

     In her book, The Life of Abraham Lincoln, Ida 

Tarbell discusses Lincoln’s involvement in the Black 

Hawk War:  

     “Captain ‘Abe’ Lincoln and his company were 

without any sort of military knowledge, and both were 

forced to acquire such knowledge by attempts at 

drilling.  Which was the more awkward, the ‘squad’ or 

the commander, it would have been difficult to 

decide.” 

     Tarbell continues, “Lincoln was one of the first of 

his company to be arraigned for unmilitary conduct.  

Contrary to the rules he fired a gun ‘within the limits,’ 

and had his sword taken from him. The next 

infringement of rules was by some of the men, who 

stole a quantity of liquor, drank it, and became unfit 

for duty, straggling out of the ranks the next day, and 

not getting together again until late at night.” 

    The story continues, “For allowing this lawlessness 

the captain was condemned to wear a wooden sword 

for two days.  But none of these small difficulties 

injured his standing with the company.  They soon 

grew so proud of his quick wit and great strength that 

they obeyed him because they admired him.”   
 

Letters to the Editor 

     We welcome your letters.  Please react to the 

Newsletter, tell us what you would like to see in future 

editions, relate your experiences in the Beardstown 

area, pass along information you feel we should know.  

We look forward to hearing from you. 



We Thank Our 2017 

Friends/Donors 
 

      We salute these Friends who annually help us maintain the 

history of Beardstown and the integrity of the Museum & 

Courtroom collection.  Thank you.   
 

Mr. Lincoln’s Friend:   

Annual Gift $25.00 - $49.00 
 

Claude Alber 

Ann Brewer 

Don & Blanche Chipman 

John & Alecia Crowe 

Paul Crowe** 

Tonie Beard Culves 

Patricia Day 

Imogene Drawve** 

Glenn & Patricia Hankins 

Leslie Harris** 

Doris McKenzie 
 

Warren Musch 

Mike & Cristy Nordsiek 

Jo D. Roley 

Petie Ruch 

Caroline Ryan 

Loren & Hilma Stover 

Virginia Thompson 

Marty & Megan Turner 

Vredenburgh Lumber 

Company 

Jeff & Gail Wessler 
 

 

Mr. Lincoln’s Bar:                                                  

Annual Gift $50.00 - $99.00 
 

George Bell 

Benton & Associates 

Nany Bley Cowen 

Mike & Phyllis Dour                                         

Delphos Herald 

Cathie Duffie 

First National Bank of 

Arenzville 

Roy L. French 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Hanks 

Frances Hegener 
 

Carl & Anna Marie Hood 

Janet Kays** 

Debbie Large** 

Dr. R. Thomas Loyd 

Dale & Wyllia Lovekamp 

Carolyn Northcutt  

   Radebaugh** 

Petie Ruch 

Evelyn Brandt Thomas 

Marty & Megan Turner 
 

 

Mr. Lincoln’s Barristers:  

Annual Gift $100.00 - $249 
 

J. Steven Beckett 

Brent Bordenkircher 

   Edward Jones Investments 

Mr. & Mrs. H. O. Brownback 

Bob & Carol Burget 

Cass Communications 

Susie Conner 

Nancy Cowen 

Ron Culves 

First National Bank of 

   Beardstown 

Ross & Connie Foley 

Philip R. Frowery 

Dottie Gholson 

Mrs. Mary Gist 

Melody Foley Glidden 

Glenn & Patricia Hankins 

Bob & Greta Hardwick 

Mary A. Hardwick 

Carole E. Kinzer 
 

Judge Carson & Carole 

   Klitz 

Betty J. Korsmeyer 

Carnell Korsmeyer 

Dorothy M. Lamb 

Mrs. Irene Lamkin 

Kevin & Chris Massie - IFP 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Milton     

   McClure 

Judge Richard & Rachel  

   Mills 

Leigh & Noma Morris 

O’Hara Auto Glass** 

Joyce Potts 

Randy & Sue Reichert 

Dale Robertson 

West Central Bank 

Paula M. Woods 

Richard & Laura Zillion 

Chris & Megan Zimny** 
 

 

Mr. Lincoln’s Bailiff:  

Annual Gift $250.00 - $499.00 
 

1. Thomas & Elizabeth Prather 
     

 Mr. Lincoln’s Judges Chambers: 

Annual Gift $500.00 
 

1. Ron & Faye Hoenes 
 

One Time Donations 
 

1. Dr. and Mrs. Claude Nesser ($300) 

2. Paula Woods ($400) 

3. Richard & Laura Zillion ($100) 
 

** new members in 2017 

 

   
  

Yes, I wish to become a Friend as follows:  
  

_Mr. Lincoln’s Friend:           Annual Gift $25-$49 

_Mr. Lincoln’s Bar:                Annual Gift $50-$99  

_Mr. Lincoln’s Barristers:  Annual Gift $100-$249  

_Mr. Lincoln’s Bailiff:        Annual Gift $250-$399  

_Mr. L’s Judges’ Chambers     Annual Gift $500/+  
  

My pledge is in the amount of $________________  
  

Name(s): ___________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________  

State:  ______________ Zip Code: ______________  

Email: _____________________________________  
  

This is a _____ new membership.  

This is a _____ renewal membership.  
  

Please forward your payment (payable to Friends of 

the Museum/Courtroom) along with this 

information form to:  
  

Friends of Old Lincoln Courtroom & Museum  

PO Box 381  

Beardstown, IL  62618  
  

I would like to receive my newsletter in the form of  

          _____ a paper copy   _____ an e-mail copy   
 

 

Credit Card Donations 
 

  Please charge my  
 

__MC    __Visa    __AMEX    __Discover 
 

Donation Amount $___________ 
 

Card # ___________________________________ 
 

Expiration Date _________/________ 
 

Signature _________________________________ 
 

 

Date _________Phone Number (___)___________ 
 

 



Thomas Beard’s 

Flo(w) Blue Ironstone 
 

     Thomas Beard and his wife entertained their guests 

on imported English ironstone dishes in the Willow 

Blue pattern.  The cobalt blue color was the best to 

keep its color when the dishes were fired in the hot 

kiln, and the cobalt blue was reminiscent of the ancient 

Chinese pottery which was so revered by collectors. 

     It is said that a cup of ammonia or lime was added 

to the kiln when the glazed dishes were fired to aid in 

the flowing process so the ink would spread easier 

leaving a blurred pattern (hence the name flo(w).   

   The dishes in our collection were presented by Mrs. 

Sybil Bass LaChance and her sons, Richard and 

Raymond, in accordance with the wish of their aunt, 

Mrs. Winifred Bass Kilburn. 
 

 
 Soup tureen and ladle 

 

 
 

Cream and Sugar set with spoon 
 

 
 

Platter and footed bowl               – Randy Reichert 

Gift Shop Shutters 
 

      
 

     Another step in the project to give the foyer and 

main floor of the Old Lincoln Courtroom and Museum 

a more period appropriate décor is to install plantation 

shutters in the windows of the Gift Shop.  

Commissioner Ron Culves and volunteer Kevin 

Massie are installing the shutters above.   

     The shutters serve several purposes.  The obvious is 

that they are decorative.  On a more functional note, 

however, they are conserving energy.  On summer 

mornings, the sun streams through the windows adding 

considerable heat to the Gift Shop/Office.  In addition, 

the glare of the bright light can be offensive. 
 

 
 

      The new shutters can be opened or closed, and the 

slats in the shutters can also be opened or closed, 

thereby offering a variety of positions to help add or 

close out the light.   

                                                             - Randy Reichert 
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Commissioners  
  

Paula Woods, Chair    

217-323-4514 - pmw41@casscomm.com  

Chris Massie, Vice Chair   

217-997-5971 – ifp@casscomm.com  

Randy Reichert, Secretary  

217-323-4597 – suereichert@casscomm.com  

Ron Culves, Treasurer  

217-323-5077 - rculves@aol.com  

Nancy Bley Cowen  

                217-323-2575 – ncowen@casscomm.com 

Katie Vitale 

                  217-440-8774 – katievitale@yahoo.com 

Dick Zillion  

217-323-5571 - richardzillion@hotmail.com  

   

The Old Lincoln Courtroom & Museum  

Commission  

PO Box 381  

Beardstown IL 62618  

Email:  pmw41@casscomm.com  

Web:  LincolnInBeardstown.org  

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  


