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Lincoln Courtroom
Museum Foyer to
Receive PeriodAppropriate Makeover

new lights were in place in time for the CNBC filming
of the Beardstown Ladies.

Another change is the color of the frames on two
of the hanging wall displays. Previously, colors of
wood pieces were very diverse. A charcoal grey color
was chosen to unify the various pieces.

Volunteer John Elam of E & M Electric, installs the
new chandeliers & medallions in the OLCM foyer.
Phase one of the project to restore the OLCM foyer
to a more period-appropriate atmosphere was
completed in November with the purchase and
installation of two large, primitive five-armed textured
black chandeliers with electric candles for light. The

Commissioner Dick Zillion wields a wicked paint
brush, and he completed the effect by painting the
frames of the two hanging showcases charcoal grey
which matches the other frames, the guest book stand,
and the Chamber of Commerce literature case.

In keeping with our mission to provide positive
experiences for the youth of the community, the
Commissioners planned a Children’s Christmas Party
with Abe Lincoln for Saturday, December 17.
Santa’s Elves were to provide music and snacks of
popcorn and orange slices to be served. A Magical
Storytime completed the entertainment package.
Alas, Old Man Winter entered the picture with a
liberal coating of ice making travel hazardous, and the
event had to be canceled.
Our next opportunity for the youth will be a party
for Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday, Saturday, February
11 beginning at 2:00 PM. The Commissioners will be
hosting a Children’s Story Time in the Courtroom.
More details are available through the Beardstown
Public Library by calling 217-370-5617.
- Chris Massie & Randy Reichert

Nancy Bley Cowen
Joins Commissioners
The older, more primitive effect of the new lighting
and the complimentary color of the wood pieces.
Steps two and three of the makeover involve
selecting and installing matching window treatments
for the windows facing Second Street and State Street
and purchase and installation of dark, plank-look
flooring in place of the carpeting. Ideas for this type
of flooring were influenced by the visit to the Mt.
Pulaski Courthouse which has been beautifully and
authentically restored.
Which is step two and which is step three? That
decision will be made when the research is complete
and final costs of both projects have been firmly
established.
– Chris Massie & Randy Reichert

Canceled By Ice
The Best Laid Plans . . . . .
Please Join Us at
The Beardstown
Museum and Courtroom
For
A Children’s Christmas
with Abe

The newest member of
the Old Lincoln
Courtroom and Museum
Commission is Nancy
Bley Cowen. Ms.
Cowen is co-owner of
Rivertown Coffee and
Wine Corner, which
also serves breakfast,
lunch, and special
meals. Rivertown is
located conveniently
across State Street from
the museum.
As the owner of a small business, she is acutely aware
of the problems facing small enterprises such as the
Old Lincoln Courtroom and Museum.
Nancy is a lifelong resident of Beardstown. She
graduated from Western Illinois University and has
long been involved in small business. Her two
daughters live in Los Angeles, and she visits to soak
up the sun and ambiance of California as often as her
business interests will allow.
If her name sounds familiar, it should. Nancy’s
mother, Arlene Bley, one of the reasons that we have
our museum today, was an original member of the
Commission.
-Paula Woods

Abraham
Lincoln’s
Top
Hat
“Does the hat that links us to his final hours define
the president? Or does the president define the hat?”
Thus begins a November 2013 Smithsonian Magazine
article written by Stephen L. Carter, honored Yale Law
School professor since 1982 and prolific author.
Abraham Lincoln’s 6-foot-4 height brings a smile
to the faces of all who enter the Old Lincoln
Courthouse and Museum. The life-size painting of
Lincoln beside our well-worn guest register is often
photographed with visitors of all ages standing proudly
at his side. And when he placed his top hat upon his
head, he knew he stood out in any crowd, be it war or
peace, campaigning for election or as our 16th
president. Lincoln was known to tuck folded papers
and notes inside his hat for both safekeeping and as a
reminder of his tasks.
Historians believe Lincoln chose the seven or eightinch-high stovepipe hat as a gimmick when he began
politicking. Debbie Henderson in her book The Top
Hat: An Illustrated History, suggests that the hat “had
become the irrepressible symbol of prestige and
authority.” Though Lincoln’s hat was battered, dusty,
and hardly leant itself to his prestige, it continues to
define our most beloved President.
As all visitors to Springfield’s Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and Museum will recall, his top
hat was visible in most drawings and political
cartoons. In August of 1864, while riding horseback
near the White House, his hat was shot from Lincoln’s
head and found later by soldiers. On April 15, 1865,
Lincoln chose a silk top hat, size 7-1/8, with a black
silk mourning band in memory of his young son
Willie. He placed his hat on the floor during the
performance of Our American Cousin at Ford’s
Theater.
Carter’s questions are both answered with a smile
and a warm ‘yes’. Our Abraham Lincoln will always
be the young boy reading by candlelight, the strapping
young man who surveyed the village of Bath, and the
tall gentleman with the black stovepipe hat who led us
through our country’s most devastating war.

Stephen L. Carter is the William Nelson Cromwell
Professor of Law at Yale, where he has taught since
1982. Among his courses are law and religion, the
ethics of war, contracts, evidence, and professional
responsibility. Among his books on law and politics
are God’s Name in Vain: The Wrongs and Rights of
Religion in Politics; Civility: Manners, Morals, and
the Etiquette of Democracy; The Dissent of the
Governed: A Meditation on Law, Religion, and
Loyalty; The Confirmation Mess: Cleaning up the
Federal Appointments Process; The Violence of
Peace: America’s Wars in the Age of Obama; and The
Culture of Disbelief: How American Law and Politics
Trivialize Religious Devotion.
Professor Carter writes a column for Bloomberg
View and is a regular contributor to Newsweek and The
Daily Beast. He blogs about professional football for
the Washington Post. Professor Carter also writes
fiction. His novel The Emperor of Ocean Park spent
eleven weeks on the New York Times best-seller list.
His novel, The Impeachment of Abraham Lincoln, was
published in 2012. His novella “The Hereditary
Thurifer” recently appeared in the crime
anthology, The Dark End of the Street.
Professor Carter was formerly a law clerk for
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall, as well as
for Judge Spottswood W. Robinson, III, of the United
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit. He is a graduate of Stanford University and
Yale Law School, and has received eight honorary
degrees.
- Reviewed by Ann Chelette

From Our Readers
Paula and Staff,
Many thanks to Ron Culves for the great article
about “Aunt Minnie’s” church pew and his efforts to
have it restored. She would be so pleased to see it in
its new prominent location.
On a recent visit to the museum, I had noticed it
missing from its usual place in the back of the
courtroom upstairs. Ron then showed me to the
present location in the foyer. It is beautifully restored,
and once again the placard is in evidence.
Our Grandmother was Emma Paub Hegener, one of
Minnie’s sisters. Minnie was a well known and loved
Beardstown citizen and a true treasure to our family.
We always enjoy the Newsletter and appreciate the
efforts and devotion of Chair Paula Woods’ staff.
Sincerely,
Carol Hegener Kinzer and Frances Hegener

A Family at War
1861 – 1865
It was a warm day in October 2016. My cousin was
in Beardstown and we stopped at the Beardstown City
Cemetery. We were looking at headstones in the Civil
War section, and we noticed that two had the same last
name, Roach.
I was curious, so I began looking up the name in the
Illinois archives. The archives list forty-eight men
with the last name Roach who enlisted in the Union
Army from Illinois. One of those was actually from
Indiana, but he enlisted in Champaign, Illinois.
The Roach family immigrated to the United States
from Ireland; all were Irish Catholics from the same
areas of Ireland, Wexford and Kerry. The occupation
listed for almost all of the family was farmer.
The first to enlist was William Roach, standing a
full 5’6” with light brown hair and blue eyes. He
signed his induction papers 25 May, 1861.
William was assigned to the 4th Illinois Infantry.
The unit was stationed at Fort Donelson in northern
Tennessee and proceeded to Pittsburgh Landing (also
known as the battle of Shiloh), in southwestern
Tennessee. There, on April 6th and 7th, 1862, he was
involved in an amazing battle.
Major General Ulysses S. Grant led the Union army
of 49,000, and Generals Albert Sidney Johnston and
Pierre G. T. Beauregard commanded the Confederate
forces of 45,000. The first day witnessed a Confederate advantage, and one-half of Roach’s command
was either killed or wounded. Five Beardstown
soldiers were killed: George T. Glover, Dexter
Loomis, Charles Williams, Charles A. Eams, and
Jacob Trommen.
On the second day, Maj. General Don Carlos Buell
reinforced the Union Army with 18,000 men, and the
advantage switched to the Union. The colors survived
the battle, but they had been peppered with forty-two
bullet holes. The victory was secured by the 14th
Infantry in a grand charge on the evening of April 7th.
William must have been in the thick of the battle as
he was gravely wounded; on 30 April, 1862 he was
honorably discharged because of the severity of his
disability resulting from his wounds.
John Roach enlisted on 10 August, 1861. He was
5’6” tall with brown hair and gray eyes. John was
assigned to the 34th Illinois Infantry. His unit was
nicknamed the Rock City Rifles, and some of the

action in which this unit was engaged suggests this
was a sharpshooting unit.
On 2 October, 1862, the Rock City Rifles moved to
Lexington, Kentucky, via Columbus, Ohio. They
fought their way south through Bowling Green,
Nashville, Franklin, and Columbia on to Savannah on
the Tennessee River.
From here, they participated in the Battle of
Pittsburgh Landing (Shiloh), the Battle of Perryville,
the Battle of Stones River, the Battle of Missionary
Ridge, the Battle of Atlanta, the Battle of Jonesborough and continued on with General Sherman in
his famous march to the sea [Atlantic Ocean].
The last, Henry Roach, stood 5’ 11” tall with brown
hair and gray eyes when he enlisted on 4 February,
1864. He was assigned to the 14/15 Illinois Infantry,
and his unit moved immediately to Ackworth, Georgia,
where his unit was assigned to the very dangerous task
of protecting communications for General Sherman.
The task of protecting communications was the
only way General Sherman could be sure the exact,
crucial supplies would arrive at the correct places at
the correct times to support his massive force that was
marching to the sea.
Henry was wounded, but the date is not indicated.
He was moved to a field hospital and transferred to a
hospital in New York City where he died on 27 April
1865 from wounds he had received earlier in battle.
The Roach brothers were Irish Catholic, and many
took up arms because they were one of the strongest
anti-slavery groups in the country. Others enlisted
simply because a relative was serving. Some joined
because making a living on small family farms at this
time was very difficult and the guaranteed wages of the
soldier were enticing. Still others enlisted because
President Lincoln possessed a great ability to polarize
Union citizens for the causes of anti-slavery and for the
preservation of the United States of America.
Whatever their reasons for enlisting, William, John,
and Henry Roach served their country honorably.
Thank you, gentlemen, for your service.
- Richard Zillion

Beardstown Ladies
Featured on CNBC
On December 7, 2016, the Beardstown Ladies
Investment Club was featured on CNBC. The filming
took place in the Old Lincoln Courtroom and in the
Beardstown Ladies Room, a part of the Beardstown
Room dedicated to various city organizations both past
and present.
Eight Ladies, some original members of the
organization and some newcomers, met with
interviewer Kate Rogers from CNBC, the cable
channel devoted to business matters. Rogers asked
questions about the founding of the club and its
history, its purpose and how it operates, and the kinds
of stocks that they invest in.
It was an interesting event for observers as well as
the Ladies. We got to see how setting for a broadcast
is established, how lighting and sound operate, and
something about remote broadcasts: CNBC no longer
uses one of those gigantic trucks, just a special camera
that sends the interview to the network center for
broadcast. And, of course, we learned a great deal
about the Beardstown Ladies investment interests.

Beardstown Ladies interviewed by CNBC in the
Lincoln Courtroom. Front row: Buffy Tillitt,
Betty Sinnock, Carnell Korsmeyer, Carol
McCombs, Kate Rogers (CNBC) standing. Back
Row: Lucy Yost, Abbie Colwell, Debbie Lewis,
Kelly Cagle.
As a side note: while I was showing the tech crew
from CNBC the elevator, which they were happy to
have—some of that equipment is heavy—the elevator
got stuck between floors. After a discussion through
the emergency contact phone in the elevator and cell
phone calls to 911, the police and fire departments
arrived and extricated four guys and me via ladder

propped between the floor the elevator and the floor of
the first level of the museum.
The techs had to carry the equipment up the stairs
after all. Strangely (cue theme from Twilight Zone),
one of the calls from a disgruntled tech’s cell phone
appeared on my home answering machine. He thought
he was calling 911; how it got connected to my home
phone is one of the Mysteries of the Museum.
-Paula Woods

Old Lincoln Courtroom
Museum Joins National
Park Service Program

The Old Lincoln Courtroom and Museum has joined
other historic sites in the Abraham Lincoln National
Heritage Area as a National Parks Passport “cancellation” site. The Passport Program enables visitors to
have “proof” that they have visited a site by having
their passport booklet stamped with the name of the
site and the date.
Our stamp reads “Abraham Lincoln National
Heritage Area, Beardstown, IL” with the date. We will
begin stamping booklets as soon as we open in April.
People who “carry” these passports are most
enthusiastic supporters of national parks and historic
sites, sometimes making unscheduled stops just to get
the stamp! Visitors who participate in the program
have been disappointed that they have been unable to
acquire a stamp at OLCM. One once asked to have the
museum’s return address stamp put on the booklet!
From now forward, we will be able to apply the
official stamp to their passports.
-Paula Woods

I walk slowly, but I never walk backwards.
-Abraham Lincoln

Young Abraham
Lincoln
Popularly, Abraham Lincoln is seen as the
melancholy bearded man who guided the United States
through a bloody Civil War. Studying the young
Lincoln of the New Salem days and the days in
Springfield as lawyer and legislator reveals the
complexity of the man who would become perhaps the
most revered of the Presidents. Although Lincoln has
sometimes been considered an accidental politician,
recent studies have examined his ambitions and the
ways in which he acquired the skills necessary to move
in political circles.
It is a given fact that Lincoln was self-educated
with little formal schooling; that he became a lawyer
not by attending law school, but by “reading the law”
in the office of an established lawyer. New Salem is
regarded as the rough frontier town where Lincoln
proved not to be a good businessman and where he lost
the love of his life, Ann Rutledge.
But there is much more to be learned about New
Salem, which lasted as a community for only a few
years. It was a thriving intellectual community where
Lincoln became acquainted with the rhetoric he would
employ so brilliantly in his legal and political life and
where he began his study of literature and philosophy.
After his move to Springfield, he continued this
education, associating with groups such as the Young
Men’s Lyceum. Although today Lincoln’s oratorical
rhetoric is considered “classical” it was somewhat
“irregular” in his day when the model was that of
eighteenth century rhetoric. The years spent riding the
Eighth Judicial Circuit and serving as state representative and, for one term, US. Congressman, shaped his
rise to greatness.
For Your Reading Pleasure
Books that consider Lincoln’s education and legal and
legislative careers include:
Sidney Blumenthal, A Self-Made Man: the Political
Life of Abraham Lincoln 1809-1849.
Robert Bray, Reading with Lincoln.
Chris DeRose, Congressman Lincoln: The Making of
America’s Greatest President.
Guy Fraker, Lincoln’s Ladder to the Presidency: The
Eighth Judicial Circuit.
Paul Simon, Lincoln’s Preparation for Greatness: The
Illinois Legislative Years.

OLCM Participates in
Decorating Old State
Capitol for Christmas

Again this year the OLCM was asked to help
decorate the Old State Capitol, downtown Springfield,
for the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons. Various
Lincoln and other historical sites participate in the
event by providing a wreath and a sign explaining their
specific historic sites.
We took a pair of wreaths to hang on double doors
along with a matching display board identifying our
theme and containing our printed color brochures for
visitors to take with them.
The theme of the wreaths was “Beardstown, A
River Town, a Lincoln Place. Handmade wooden
ornaments containing pictures and ink drawings of
Lincoln and the river hung on the wreath and rope tied
in sailor’s knots replaced the traditional ribbon.
Theresa Kleinschmidt created the handmade
ornaments. Randy Reichert decorated the wreaths.
-Randy Reichert
Though [Abraham Lincoln] never would travel to
Europe, he went with Shakespeare’s kings to Merry
England; he went with Lord Byron poetry to Spain
and Portugal. Literature allowed him to transcend
his surroundings.
-Doris Kearns Goodwin

We Thank Our 2016
Friends Donors
The adage, ‘Everyone Needs a Friend” could not be
more true. These Friends annually help us maintain
the history of Beardstown and the integrity of the
Museum & Courtroom collection. Thank you.

2016 Friends Contributors
Mr. Lincoln’s Friend: Annual Gift $25- $49
1. Ann Brewer
2. Tonie Beard Culves
3. Patricia A. Day
4. Sue Ralston Fletcher
5. Doris McKenzie
6. Warren Musch
7. Daryl & Sandra Nohrenberg
8. Jo Deen Roley
9. Caroline A. Ryan
10. Tom Stipanowich
11. Loren & Hilma Stover
12. Charles & Judy Taylor
13. Mrs. Virginia Thompson
Mr. Lincoln’s Bar: Annual Gift $50- $99
1. Benton & Associates, Inc.
2. First National Bank of Arenzville
3. Roy L. French
4. Frances Hegener
5. Carl & Anna Marie Hood
6. Dale & Wylla Lovekamp
7. Dr. R. Thomas Loyd
8. The Sazarac
Mr. Lincoln’s Barristers: Annual Gift $100- $249
1. Brent Bordenkircher
Edward Jones Investments
2. Mr. & Mrs. H. O. Brownback
3. Bob & Carol Burget
4. Ron Culves
5. Susan J. Conner
6. Murray Cohen – The Delphos Herald
7. Michael & Charlotte Farrell
8. Ross & Connie Foley
9. Melody-Glidden Foley
10. Philip R. Frowery
11. Dottie Gholson
12. Mrs. Jack Gist
13. Mary Ann Hardwick
14. Carole Hegener Kinzer
15. Judge Carson & Carole Klitz
16. Mrs. Carnell Korsmeyer

17. Mrs. Dorothy Lamb
18. Mrs. Irene Lamkin
19. Kevin & Chris Massie - IFP
20. Mr. & Mrs. L. Milton McClure
21. Judge Richard & Rachel Mills
22. Leigh & Norma Morris
23. Joyce L. Potts
24. Randy & Sue Reichert
25. Dale R. Robertson
26. Evelyn Thomas
27. Richard & Laura Zillion
28. Walker Nursing Home
29. West Central Bank - Beardstown
30. Paula Woods
Mr. Lincoln’s Bailiff: Annual Gift $250- $499
1. Ron & Faye Hoenes
Memorials
1. Herschel Logsdon by Jess and Ann Chelette

Yes, I wish to become a Friend as follows:
_Mr. Lincoln’s Friend:
Annual Gift $25-$49
_Mr. Lincoln’s Bar:
Annual Gift $50-$99
_Mr. Lincoln’s Barristers: Annual Gift $100-$249
_Mr. Lincoln’s Bailiff:
Annual Gift $250-$399
_Mr. L’s Judges’ Chambers Annual Gift $500/+
My pledge is in the amount of $________________
Name(s): ___________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________________
State: ______________ Zip Code: ______________
Email: _____________________________________
This is a _____ new membership.
This is a _____ renewal membership.
Please forward your payment (payable to Friends of
the Museum/Courtroom) along with this
information form to:
Friends of Old Lincoln Courtroom & Museum
PO Box 381
Beardstown, IL 62618
I would like to receive my newsletter in the form of
_____ a paper copy
_____ an e-mail copy

Old Lincoln Courtroom
& Museum Commission
P.O. Box 381
Beardstown, IL 62622

Commissioners
Paula Woods, Chair
217-323-4514 - pmw41@casscomm.com
Chris Massie, Vice Chair
217-997-5971 – ifp@casscomm.com
Randy Reichert, Secretary
217-323-4597 – suereichert@casscomm.com
Ron Culves, Treasurer
217-323-5077 - rculves@aol.com
Ann Chelette
217-853-5882 – annchelette@gmail.com
Nancy Bley Cowen
217-323-2575 – ncowen@casscomm.com
Dick Zillion
217-323-5571 - richardzillion@hotmail.com
The Old Lincoln Courtroom & Museum
Commission
PO Box 381
Beardstown IL 62618
Email: pmw41@casscomm.com
Web: LincolnInBeardstown.org

A Birthday Party for
Abe Lincoln
Saturday, February 11, 2017
2:00 PM
The Commissioners will be hosting a Children’s
Story Time in the Courtroom in honor of
Abe Lincoln’s Birthday.
More details are available through the
Beardstown Public Library
by calling 217-370-5617

